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besides those of various species of thistle ( Cnicns lanceolatus and 
Cnicus arvensis), such as the seeds of dandelion, groundsel, and 
some kinds of willow ( Salix triandra especially). It should be 
remarked that the weather had been for some time previously very 
dry and calm, and that on the day of observation a brisk air was 
stirring. 

By screening my eyes from the direct rays of the sun, and 
looking steadily as near to the sun as the glare would permit, I 
could occasionally discern one or two sparkling points moving in 
the air; but in general they were much too high to be discerned 
without telescopic aid. 

Though it is of course impossible to decide that these objects 
were of the same character as those observed by Mr. Read, yet the 
similarity of the phenomena seems to render it almost certain that 
they were so. In Mr. Read’s communication the direction of the 
wind is not mentioned. That none of them should have been seen 
in the night renders their meteoric character highly improbable : 
had such a dense shoal of bodies so brilliant as those described 
either by Mr. Read, or in this paper, passed in the night, they 
would have sufficed to turn darkness into day. It is worthy of 
remark that Mr. Read’s observations were made at almost pre¬ 
cisely the same time of the year as my own ; and I believe such an 
appearance will be seen only in the summer or autumn. 


Letter from Lieut. R. Wilcox , R.N ., Worthing , on a remarkable 

Appearance at Sunset . 

“ On the evening of April 8th, about 5 minutes after sunset, a 
red column arose from the place of the sun, and gradually ascended 
until it had attained a height of about 25 0 above the horizon; it 
there remained for 23 minutes and suddenly disappeared. The 
column had not a rav-like appearance as in the northern lights, but 
was of equal breadth from the base to the summit, and had the 
appearance of a bright red flame. I do not know if this appear¬ 
ance is very uncommon, but I have never happened to observe it 
before during a long service at sea.” 


Extract of a Letter from Mr. Spencer Hall to 
Capt. W. H. Smyth , R.N. 

“ As you think a few lines on the column of light seen at sun¬ 
set on the 6th and 8th of April, may be of use in comparing state¬ 
ments, I am induced to trouble you upon the matter. I should 
state I was at Brighton for the recovery of my health, and that it 
was my constant habit to walk on the West Parade from 5-30 to 
6*30 or 7 every evening. I was also in the habit of watching the 
sunset, for the purpose of comparing the real with the pictorial 
effects given by great artists, merely as a means of self-instruction. 
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I mention this to show bow it was my attention was first directed, 
and then fixed, upon this appearance. 

“ I see, generally, that the appearance of the 8th inst. is only 
noticed. I am quite certain it appeared twice, and I believe this was 
also noticed in one of the Times letters. Now, as regards the time. 
The first lines of formation were about twenty minutes past six — 
the form itself remained on Thursday evening until after seven. It 
commenced as the sun declined. The wind was gentle, rather more 
north than east; and there was a hazy mist at sea and hanging 
about the horizon during the time. I do not think there was any¬ 
thing particular in the appearance of the accompanying clouds, 
except that I thought the glow of the sunset here was much ruddier 
than usual, more resembling the hue I have seen represented in the 
Panorama of the Nile, where sunset effect is attempted, than that 
golden, bright, luminous hue which flushes and fades in our horizon 
at that time. 

“ I cannot, unfortunately, draw, or I would send a coloured 
sketch, as I have the effect very perfect in my mind, and watched 
it closely. The column was directly over the sun, broader at the 
base, over the sun’s disc, and slightly diminishing towards the 
top, not unlike a battledore with its head downwards, and a 
short broad handle. Whether the gradual diminution was real or 
no, I cannot say. It appeared so to me, but I judged this might 
arise, perhaps, from the upper part being less illuminated. It 
declined and faded gently into a pale yellow light from the top, 
diminishing from the top. It was brightest as the sun dipped below 
the horizon • and I think at that time the moon was at the full, and 
her light, it struck me, had some influence in graduating some of 
the sunset effects. But this must not be understood as a positive 
fact. On Thursday evening I watched the appearance more par¬ 
ticularly. It differed from the first only in intensity and greater 
altitude. Towards seven, a cloud of fleecy brightness on its 
skirts crossed the column, and formed for a minute or two, as it 
sailed on, a fine cross. 

“ I have mentioned Tuesday evening as the first appearance of 
the column. I am positive it. occurred twice; and as my memory 
is tolerably good, I do not think I shall mislead in fixing this as 
the day. With regard to time I did not note it by reference to 
my watch. My statement, therefore, must be read as that of limit 
between commencement and decay/’ 


Extract of a Letter from W. S . Ayrton, Esq,, to Capt. W, H, 

Smyth, R.N. 

“ The letters in The Times refer to a pillar of light seen to 
proceed from the sun on Thursday, the 8th of April. I did not 
observe the phenomenon on that day, but I witnessed its recurrence 
on Sunday, the nth. 

“ On that day, just before sunset, I noticed a pillar of light 
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